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Editor’'s Note

veil (n.)

c. 1200, head covering, usually for the forehead, sides, and back of the head, falling
to the shoulders; often a distinctive headdress, as worn by nuns or women in certain
cultural contexts. Also refers to any cloth, typically light and transparent, used

to conceal the face or parts of the body. Derived from the Anglo-French and 0ld North
French veil (12c.), meaning “head-covering,” and also “a sail” or “curtain,” from the
Latin vela, plural of velum, meaning “sail,” “curtain,” or “covering,” which traces back
to the Proto-Indo-European root weg- “to weave a web.” The veil, in its most literal
sense, 1s both a physical object and a symbolic tool—one that shields, transforms, or
obscures what lies behind it.

veil (v.)

Late 14c., veilen, “to cover or conceal with a veil” (of the face, body, or part
thereof), from Old French veler, voiller (12c.), from Latin velare, “to cover, veil,”
from velum “a cloth, covering, curtain, veil,” or literally “a sail.” In its figurative
sense, to veil means to conceal or mask something immaterial, a transformation of
meaning that emerges in the 1530s. The act of veiling is no longer limited to cloth
alone; it extends to anything that is hidden, disguised, or rendered indistinct.

The veil, then, is more than a mere physical barrier—it

1s a concept that has woven its way into the fabric of
human experience. As both a noun and a verb, it evokes
ideas of secrecy, revelation, and the tension between what
1s concealed and what is exposed. From the literal cloth
that shields one's face to the metaphors that obscure our
perceptions of truth, the veil is a tool of transformation
and intrigue. In the wake of the second term, we aim to
peel back the layers of uncertainty and step into

a clearer understanding.

In this issue of The Dodo, we invite you to peer beyond
the veils of tradition, culture, and self, to consider
what remains hidden, and to explore the act of unveiling-—
whether it’'s a thought, an emotion, or a story waiting

to be told.

— Keeping curious,
Harismita Govindaraj



q

I9Yy19801 ©(Qq pue paTIiiew 198 PINOM oM UTeIIdD OS Sem J asnedaq IOTIAeYyaq INno payrisnl T
"JySTU e a3eT Ied poayred ® utr ,SuryTel 3snl, oI1am om

I9ABUBYM UO S9YlOoTOd INnOo dody 03 SUOTINTOSSI dpew pue SSauanTs8IoF I0F Aexd o3 aiIns apew
am 1ng ‘uts Aayl uaym Aes SuerisTIy) Jeym ST YdTym ‘sSawriswos ,3Ioys TT19F, ©M -sasnods
9IN1NJ INO IOF pue poy axoFaq axnd Aels 031 JIOFFd a9yl ut 3nd am ‘usd3lusnss e pusaTiFAo(q
1sIy Aw 3108 pue oAOT UT TTI9F I uaym usAa pue ‘Tooyds ySTy UT Sem T STTYym pajrusasaxdax
sutx Aw astwoxd ayyx Ag sprge 031 31saq Aw pIp I °"ysSnoyl ‘ISASIOF 1SeT 1,UPIP UOTIOAdP Al
*Aem jeyy T199F 03

pasTeI usaq pey I "ISBASIOT 3ISeT PTNOM 8INS Sem T YOTym ‘BSWI} 8yl 3e poy 03 UOTIOAdP
punoyoxd sTy3} 1T9F I OSnedaq auo pajuem osTe I 1ng ‘(SEPEEZ-PIW a9yl ut uouswousayd

9yl 931Tnb sem 1ng wopuex spunos yodTym ‘siels Tauuey) Asaustq Suowe osTe) sisad Auw

guowe awtl} ayl e reyndod axem Aayl asnedsq od2eTd 3sIy 8yl ut Surtx AjTind e pajuem T
"poTIIBW W,T YUTY3} O3 WdYyl Juem 3,uop I pue ysnid e aAey T IO ‘Iamoys ® I83Fe UO

¥oeq 3T ind 01 108I0F T @snedaq S,3T ‘3T JurIieam 30U IadAd Ww,T FTI -AT3useistsuod A3iaxd
1T 1hoge S3luawwod pue sjuswITdwod 3188 T ‘dSwW IOF TOQWAS JTUODT Ue BwWod8q Sey SUTI oyl
"193uy Aw uo adeys

1Ieay TTewS e purtyaq SUTAEBST ‘SUTT uel AUTl © Ud31108 o©ABY T ‘UNnS Sexsa] 9yl UT SIOOPINO
juads sAep Iawwns 30y UO FeY} OS ‘SIPPIW 8yl UT MOTIOY ST 3IedY 8yl "pueq p1os e Aq

POTOITOUS pue sguoxd TTews usslysia Aq adeT7d utr pray ‘(8INS ©g 03 PaOIUNOISI ULBY} pue

pa31unod ATTnIaxed 3snl aAey T YyoTym) SpuoOWeTp TTewsS usslygra Jo dn epew 1resay e sey 1T
"S8UTI A33181d I8y IEOM SW 3BT PThOM 8YS 1eBY} POIOUOY puUB POITIXd

0S sem T ‘ysnoyl 3T paAoT I " (dwWTI} ayzx 3e Surtyl JO 3I0S eyl 3noge ljexq e sem T)
9TgeuoTyserun 10 AT8n 1T puy pThom I 1eyl POTIIOM SEM 8ysS IaquawdI I °duo mau e Ang o031
Aauow ygnous dn panes ays TTIun 3T Ieam PTNOD I PIBS pue UO AI] 03 SwW 03 3T PdOISFI0 8YS
"age Aw usaq pey ays uaym ‘AIsAy Sawef WOIT Iay

I0J 1ysnoq pey pep I8y SuTI 8yl 3ho paTind ays -xoq AxTemal I8y ygnoxyiy SUTSSTp poalIels
pue WOOI I8y OJUT aw 3YsnoIq Wwoly *I8ISTS IapT0 Aw )TT Surx A3tand umo Aw SuTAey ut
1S9I93UT passaxdxa pey I “ATxeald AIan aw 03} SUTI 9yl aAed wow Aw juswow syl IaquawaIl T
"08e sIeoA auop aney

pTnoys ATgeqoxd T se ‘xoq AxTemal Aw utr Aeme 3T 3onl 03 FTa9sAw Sutxq jouued T ‘38A puy
*9x1o0wAue axnd jou—ATjuerrodwt 3sSow pue ‘Sq 03 POSTeEI Sem T Se poy 01 pPaloAdp jou ‘It

0} 9SOTJ axaymAue IO poTIIeW JOU ‘pPTO SIedA d9I1yz-Ajuemi w,T ¢mou aw 01 3T ST leym ing
‘pueqgsny

9INn3Iny Aw I0JF o1nd utewsaI 03} asTwoxd e pue ‘poy 01 UOTIOAdp AW JFO TOqWAS e—gutI

A31Ind ® se 1no pajIels 3T "SUTI juswade8us Ue IOJ USYBISTW SOWTIdWOS ST 31T pue ‘puey

19T AW UO 3T IeOM T "U893INOF SeM T 9J2UTS SUTIBOM US83(Q OA,T 3eyl SUTI STYl oAeY T

INIY4 NWVA SIHL INIYVIM T1I1S

BUTFTIM VW ' Teqroy Aoe3s
¥




These

pieces serve as a mirror, inviting
viewers to peer beyond the surface
and engage with the layered reali-
ties of identity, resilience, and

the evolving role of women in a

> >

It reflects

the cyclical nature of societal
expectations and constraints,
confronting deeply ingrained

clichés.

Themes of mental health,

Lola Luk, MA Sculpture
of complexities, where femininity
is both celebrated and scrutinized.
The artist’s work unravels the
dualities women navigate today,
constrained yet transformative world.

Beneath the veil lies a tapestry
blending visual allure with raw,
aging, sexuality, self-worth,
and domestic inequality emerge,
exposing the silent weight of
biases and imposed ideals.

uncomfortable truths.
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LOLA LUK, Dig In

LOLA LUK, You should never meet your heroes

Ceramic, blown glass, resin Ceramic, blown glass, resin
60cm x 25cm x 25cm 60cm x 25cm x 25cm
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LOLA LUK, What is eating you up?
Ceramic, blown glass, resin
60cm x 25cm x 25cm !
2024x0 e
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Cheshta Kela, MA Interior design

FLOWERS NOT DELIVERED

TETHERED

Feathered spaces, Tethered
to the lost,
Longing for the in between,
Stay,
Stop,
Freeze.

The ache.
The pull.

The failure of the
impossible, Flickering
lights into the cave,
Clenching toward the old
friend,
Who are we to stay?
Or shall we just
pretend?

OPEN THE DOOR

Blurring the stitches on my
sleeves, I don’'t feel alright,
Gnawing, leeching on my
throat,
Tying together,
Weathered
ways, Quenching the
thirst: Desperation.

What is this all for?

Let me go.
Ants crawling up my
skirt, 13
Please,

open the door.



CHESTA KELA, Tethered
Personal archive
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CHESTA KELA, Open the door
Personal archive
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Harismita Govindaraj, MA Digital Direction

Jo e archite of me, 11200

I werder what keeps wmy courtship with werds
wensing, I s it that they val what they mean as
much as they revenl? Every brick =8 cound, every
lexical layer that comes tegether t= skeleton wenning,
s a screen threugh Which truth passes— refiracted
and reshoped. Meaning is welled i woance, n
mplication. \We. vavigate. a fog &8 werds, huing for
dartty, kneswing it will slip threugh su- grosp.

Hew do T place faith i the iden that what I mean
e what I cay, and wiat I cay i what's uderstaed?

Ferhops, the beadty lies in their elusiveress, Ferhaps
the foly i W lasking at werds os were vescels 5
meaning. and vt architets =F . Iun their anbiguity,
they nite us  to comcreate, to fill the gaps with

@ wderstanding, Torging comections nest
§ weetidy, but becouse =8

U S

ales{?(‘t‘e_ the

| _anguage s a peculiar creature. We. cling t= itz
structure, these symbels and sounds, thinking
they will tether us to ave ansther, when i
truth they are as tlud as the rvers we ty t=
dom, Aw ossertment =P counds and gestures,
arbitrary yet charged with the weight =€ histery,
ctture, and catext, Each ward, a fossil =6
coutless geverations =8 weaning-makers, ench
coud a relic 5t come ’Porgp‘ﬁzm need

Eery pereon harbers o secret didect; ove
whispered vst e speech, but threugh the
chiects that poss threugh their les. A
threndbore ccart, a taruished key, a cingle
cup stived by time—ench tem huvs with a
language. =t s 2w, carrying whispers =t
Torgstten wementz and wispeken traths.
These are the silent emissaries = our
e werlds, vessels =t emstion,

wemsry , and [omajm%

They eche the wisaid, the private theughts
weven inte their very fabric, ewking
feelings and steries tze elusive. for werds,
T nthe quiet presence =€ these bjects, 100 2
we converse with surselves, drowing wenning Ul
Trom their touch, their shape, their
essence—an intimate exchange between <=ul
avd waterial, uwspsken, yet deeply felt:
Avd in their presevce, we are stten
muc\%zd/ u\faad by a ‘Hezt‘[m% (m{?u[se_j 1=
recch, 1 act, 1o remember, o 1= be
still—movemerts sparked by their quiet call

Avd stil, we ask it 1o do the impessible: = captue
theught;, = vail down the flecting esconce =t feeling, =
corry the Tuluess =t existence acrese time and spoce,

Eut how can one ever truly
zav thiz iz what I mean,

Wil any humon see wme the
wWay 1 AO? ‘[Ea \WAVERVE'S
an ubrenthing,
impressievable, Flat
expovse. =t F“%"“ﬁh ne

eyes o enrs, con?

Weth T nk and inteution,
I leave yeu,
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Stacy Roibal, MA Writing

IN THE AFTERGLOW

A place alive in those hidden corners,

A lonely space dwells it festers it streams:
We stumble on it only in our dreams,

That which reflects all our own brokenness.
One unseen brings out our fears to confess,
One blameless comes to contemplate our screams,
One lithe, and swift - every corner seems
To screen the one, to strengthen and caress.
It sweeps down to revel amidst the fight,

And we the victims so bent by its whim,

Feel calm as our fate and free of all spite:
Not lost in scathing, not scared of the din;
Not as we are, but altered by the sight;

Not as we were, but captured in its gleam.

JOANNE YANG, The Veiled Night
0il painting
30cm x 40cm

21



Shubhangi Pandey, MA Service Design SHUBANGT PADNEY

WINTER'S VEIL

White stands in fullhgleoryfa

A fleeting beauty,

Here as a guest,

For a season maybe.

A moment's reign beforendhe’ f£ald;,
Yielding to the embraced off green)
But that season waitst it'saturn;

A journey of months), ofimedting.

For now, the world fHsrdraped;

In white and It's ohlywJahuaxy

With longer nights ithan daysa
Mornings are kissed'withnsnowflakess
Slow dances, some swixlsjaisome, twirls
And nights softly shimmexry

With the lights abowe|

Blinking and winkingl

The stars in secretilconversations;
Hiding in the moon’lsic¢loak.

The canvas—unfurling dncfront,
Touched by only a handfudd ofy huesy
As though the creatoz,

Sparingly, chose hisppalette-
Whites, blues, pinks!iand, oranges,
Each shade a whisper;

Each a muted tone.

The white of the snow:wasidifferent,
Than that of the moom:ortithe stars;
It was one colour but ditswasn’'dg

A single hue, yet neverthe lsame. _
It melts into pinks)t intotblues; k S
It sparkles like diamondsrkissedi by dight, f gS&*P
Then rests—silent, sexene; | :

As if the earth itselfi slelepsa

Beneath the stillnessjcyou Can heal),

The breath of the earthj

Steady and slow,

Meditative, as if pausing,

Taking a moment to bxeathe: inothet qudet;
Resigning for a whiles

Everything exists,

But it doesn’t.

A space held in the’deldcate:balance)

0f presence and absence:

The beauty humbles,

The silence overwhelms.

The dichotomy of thehspace)

Duality and awareness: ofiitsnexdstence;
By forging odds togethexrdsnhumbdingn
It's magnificent beautys walksi hand: inchand,
With the frighteningi surroundingst

In this endless oscillatien;

You carry awe and fear dnrconjunmctiont
And I stand, breathless]

Transformed by the sight]

watching the world wnifold;

in raw wonder,

Its beauty, its wildhess;

A love letter from Aheoearth,

Written in winter'siwveils




Events

Event: Innovation RCA

Lucy Harold, a leading legal expert in the

field of Intellectual Property and a partner
at Keystone Law discusses the impact of AI

on the Creative Worlds.

Date: 4 February 2025
Time: 1lam - 1pm
Location: 7th Floor RCA Battersea

Book tickets online at Innovation RCA

Event: The Big Student Lock In presented by

Upcoming Digital & Immersive Art Exhibitions in London

Electric Dreams: Art and Technology

Before the Internet

Explore how artists experimented with technology
before the rise of the internet. A must-see for

those interested in the intersection of art and early
digital culture.

Duration: Until June 1st
Location: Tate Modezn

What is it Like?

Native

Meet 100’s of your favourite brands up close
and personal at one of London’s most iconic
venues. Think exclusive product giveaways,
immersive activations, discount codes
galore, live demonstrations and influencer
meet and greets just to name a few.

Date: 22 February 2025
Time: 10am - 4pm
Location: Business Design Centre

Event: Brown Skinned Girls

Two Evenings O0f Short Plays. Over two
evenings, the Hepburn Hooks Theatre Company
will take you on a tender and thrilling
journey that explores BIPOC femininity and
creativity in all its beauty, struggles and
challenges, with humour and panache.

Date: 1st February 2025
Time: 7:30 pm
Location: 269, Westferry Road

Tickets are available on a "pay what you
can" basis 15£, 19f£ or 25f£

Event: Student Life Spa Day @USS

Feeling stressed from all the deadlines
you have to hit and the papers you have to
write? We've got you covered!

Date: 11th February 2025

Time: 10am - 4pm

Location: University of East London
(University Square Stratford)

Event: Rhythm & Resilience for Student Minds

A fun event to boost your mental strength!
Date: 3rd April 2025

Time: 19:30 - 23:00

Location: Cecil Sharp House

Tickets on Eventbrite

Event: Pizza and beers: Student Night

Come and meet architects from the WCCA, with

a chance to network and hear about some of
the architects’ work and their journey into
architecture. With complimentary pizzas,
beer, wine and soft drinks and three talks
of 15 minutes each.

Date: 25th February 2025
Time: 6:30 - 9pm
Location: Temple Bar

Tickets on Eventbrite

Curated by Helen Starr, this exhibition delves

into immersive and digital storytelling, bringing
together a range of contemporary artists working with
technology.

Duration: February 28 - May 4
Location: Arebyte Gallery

Digital and Immersive Art (Permanent Exhibition)

A newly established postmodern art museum showcasing
cutting-edge digital and immersive works.

Location: Moco Museum, London

Digital Art Week

A city-wide celebration of digital art, featuring
exhibitions, talks, and interactive experiences.
Sign up at https://www.digitalartweek.io/artists for
updates to stay informed.

Duration: April 21 - 27
Location: Across London



